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	Period #1: Today, The United States is a synthesis of people from around the world. The first people arrived in the Americas at least 10,000 years ago. A survey of how these indigenous people lived before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas in 1492 provides the context for understanding the interaction of Europeans and Native Americans and the impact on both groups. Columbus’s first voyage was a turning point in world history because it initiated lasting contact between people on opposite sides of the Atlantic Ocean. His voyages, followed by European exploration and settlement in the Americas, had profound results on how people on every continent lived. Another landmark change came in 1607 whit the founding of the first permanent English settlement at Jamestown, Virginia. The Jamestown settlement marked the beginning of the framework for a new nation. 
[bookmark: _Toc167972150][bookmark: _Toc167972217]Period #2: The period in the Americas from 1491 to 11607 was a time of European exploration, dominated by the Spanish. In the period from 1607 to 1754 exploration began giving way to expanding colonization. In North America the Spanish, French, Dutch and British established colonies, with the British dominating the region from Canada to the Caribbean islands. The British established 13 colonies along the Atlantic Coast. Most of these provided a profitable trade and home to a diverse group of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans. From the establishment of the first permanent English settlement in North America in 1607 to the start of a decisive war for European control of the continent in 1756, the colonies evolved. At first, they struggled for survival. Over time, they became a society of permanent farms, plantations, towns, and cities. European settlers brought various cultures, economic plans, and ideas for governing the Americas. With varying approaches, they all sought to dominate the native inhabitants
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Important big ideas and processes for the unit.


	Key Understandings

	Unit 1 
· KC--1.1 As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over time, they developed distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse environments. 
· Different native societies adapted to ad transformed their environments through innovations in agriculture, resource use, and social structure. 
· KC.-1.2 Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian Exchange and significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
· European expansion into the Western Hemisphere generated intense social, religious, political, and economic competition and changes within European societies. 
· The Columbian Exchange and development of the Spanish Empire in the Western Hemisphere resulted in extensive demographic, economic, and social changes. 
· In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent worldviews regarding issues such as religion, gender roles, family, land use, and  power. 

	Unit 2
· KC-2.1 Europeans developed a variety of colonization and migration patterns, influenced by different imperial goals, cultures, and the varied North American environments where they settled. They competed with each other and American Indians for resources. 
· Spanish, French, Dutch, and British colonizers had different economic and imperial goals involving land and labor that shaped the social and political development of their colonies as well as their relationships with native populations. 
· In the 17th century, early British colonies developed along the Atlantic coast, with regional differences that reflected various environmental, economic, cultural, and demographic factors. 
· Competition over resources between European rivals and American Indians encouraged industry and trade and led to conflict in the Americas.
· KC-2.2 The British colonies participated in political, social, cultural, and economic exchanges with Great Britian that encouraged both stronger bonds with Britian and resistance to Britian’s control. 
· Transatlantic commercial, religious, philosophical, and political exchanges led residents of the British colonies to evolve in their political and cultural attitudes as they became increasingly tied to Britian and one another. 
· Like other European empires in the Americas that participated in the Atlantic slave trade, the English colonies developed a system of slavery that reflected the specific economic, demographic, and geographic characteristics of those colonies. 



	Key Questions

	1. (Period 1) How did the interactions between Native American societies, European explorers, and African populations from 1491 to 1607 shape the cultural, social, economic, and political landscapes of the Americas? Discuss the role of environmental adaptation, technological advancement, religious motivations and economic systems in these interactions. 
2. (Period 2) In what ways did the Atlantic World, characterized by the transatlantic trade and the movement of people, ideas, and goods, influence the economic, social, and cultural development of the British North American colonies from 1607 to 1754? Analyze the impact of mercantilism, the development of labor systems (including indentured servitude and slavery), religious diversity, and the emergence of a distinct colonial identity.
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	On the Unit Exam 
	Taught Content 

	 Unit 1: 
U1.LOA: Explain the context for European encounters from 1491 to 1607
U1.LOB: Explain how and why various native populations in the period before European contact interacted with the natural environment. 
U1.LOC: Explain the causes of exploration and conquest of the New World by various European nations. 
U1.LOD: Explain the causes of the Columbian Exchange and its effect on Europe and the Americas during the period after 1492. 
U1.LOE: Explain how the growth of the Spanish Empire in North America sharped the development of social and economic structures over time. 
U1.LOF: Explain how and why European and Native American perspectives changed in the period. 
U2.LOB: Explain how and why various European colonies developed and expanded form 1607 to 1754. 
U2.LOC: Explain how and why environmental factors shaped the development and expansion of various British colonies that developed and expanded from 1607 to 1754. 
U2.LOE: Explain how and why interactions between various European nations and American Indians changed over time. 
U2.LOF: Explain the causes and effects of slavery in the various British colonial regions. 
U2.LOH: Explain how and why the movement of a variety of people and ideas across the Atlantic contributed to the development of American culture over time. 
U2.LOJ: Compare the effects of the development of colonial society in the various regions of North America. 
	Content Standards (Learning Objectives) in AP World History do not repeat unit to unit. As a result, all Learning Objectives listed in the Course and Exam Description (CED) are taught over the course of any given unit. 

Teachers are encouraged to download and save the AP World History Course and Exam Description: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-world-history
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